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Division of Health Planning

Duties and Responsibilities

• Certificate of Need Application Review

• CON Regulation and Oversight

• Health Planning Activities
– Development of Component Plans
– Development of CON Rules



Health Planning Data
Types of Data Compiled and Maintained in Support 

of DHP Duties and Responsibilities

• Inventory of Authorized Facilities and Services

• Surveys of Regulated Health Care Providers

• Resident Population Projections

• Hospital Discharge Data (GHA)
– Patient Origin and Market Share
– Restricted use



Facility Inventory Data

Authorized and Regulated providers and services

Facilities

• Acute Care Hospitals

• Long Term Care Hospitals

• Freestanding Ambulatory Surgery Centers

• Skilled Nursing Facilities

• Personal Care Homes (Over 24 beds)

• Continuing Care Retirement Centers

• Home Health Agencies

• Traumatic Brain Injury Facilities

Services (Specifically Regulated)

• Perinatal Services

• Inpatient Physical Rehabilitation Services

• Acute Care Psychiatric Services

• Open Heart Surgery

• Cardiac Catheterization

• Radiation Therapy

• Positron Emission Tomography



Facility Inventory Data

• Updated regularly and on-going
– CON decisions
– Regulatory decisions
– Survey data

• Represents the Official Agency Inventory



Facility Inventory Data
Facility Inventory Opening Screen



Facility Inventory Data
Sample Report



Health Planning Surveys

How Survey Data is Used

• Inform the regulatory and planning process

• Calculate need projections for regulated services

• Provide consumer and market data



Health Planning Surveys

• Over 1,200 health care providers surveyed annually
• Over 1,570 separate surveys conducted

Health Planning Surveys

• Annual Hospital Questionnaire

• Hospital Financial Survey

• Annual Nursing Home Questionnaire

• Personal Care Home Survey

• Home Health Agency Survey

• Cardiac Catheterization Services Survey

• Open Heart Surgery Survey

• Radiation Therapy Services Survey

• Positron Emission Tomography Survey

• Freestanding Ambulatory Surgery Center Survey



Health Planning Surveys
What Data is Collected
• Infrastructure data

– Number beds, labs, machines, operating rooms

• Utilization data
– Number treatments, visits, patients, admissions

• Patient origin data

• Accreditation information

• Ownership and organizational structure

• Financial summary



Health Planning Surveys
Sample Sceenshots



Health Planning Surveys
Sample Sceenshots



Health Planning Surveys
Sample Sceenshots



Health Planning Data
How Survey Data is Collected
• Microsoft Access databases which are electronically 

transmitted

How Inventory and Survey Data is Maintained
• Microsoft Access databases are stored on local 

server
• Unique provider ID links various datasets

How Data is Disseminated
• DCH users access databases in a shared database 

environment
• Outside users obtain reports, queries, or entire 

databases ad hoc



Future

• Web-based data gathering using a centralized 
enterprise-wide system.

• Web-based reporting and analysis tools

• Web-based GIS and spatial analysis tools 



Data Warehouse

• Facility Inventory data (DHP)
• Survey data (DHP)
• Regulatory data (ORS)
• Quality data such as Sentinel Events (ORS)
• Medicaid enrollment and utilization data (DMA)
• Demographic data (OPB, etc)



Conclusion

Questions/Comments?

Contact Information:

Matthew Jarrard
mjarrard@dch.ga.gov
404-656-0467

mailto:mjarrard@dch.ga.gov
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